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My text speaks of them who call Je- 
sus Christ Lord in vain ; which may be 
yaderstood to comprehend all whe pro- 
legs to believe the truth of his religion, 
and te pay some regard to it, while they 
remain strangers to its vital power. 
This description incl w les several dis- 
tinct classes. 

The first which I shall mention is that 
of hypocritical prefessors. A hypocrite 
in religion is ene who puts on the pro- 
fession for. the sake of attaining some 
worldly ends and takes care to make a 
decent appearance to mankind, while he 
is conscious that his heart is unsound 
towards God. He calls Christ his Lord, 
and takes a place with great seeming 
zeal and pleasure in his church, while 
he knows that the spiritual kingdom of 
Christ has never been established in his 
soul. TLowever esteemed by men, who 
cannot see the heart, no kind oi sinners 
can be more odious in the sight of God 
thon this. His indienation burns against 
ihem ; and none can ve travelling nrure 
directly in the high road to perdition.— 
Even in regard to men, the impositior 
seldom lasts any great length of time. 
But { will not enlarge farther upeu the 
case; being persuaded that. such hypo- 
crites are by no means numerous. ‘Tl. 
present times are so far gone in licen- 
tiousness, both of opinion and practice $ 
religion or the want of it has so little to 
lo with the attainment of honors or emo- 
‘uinents amongst us ; that there is 
scarcely a temptation to become a hypo- 
critical pretender to religion for the ac- 
complishinent of any worldly purpose 
Whatever. 

Let us proceed to contemplate tie 
class of self-deludedt moralists ; 
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trust in their own geod deeds as merit- 
ing the favor of God. They profess to 
respect Jesus Christ asa divine Mes- 
sengér, and sometimes speak of him by 
the title of their Savier; but feel nor 
their need of his righteousness, his 
blood, ur his Spwit. They have never 
learned the extent and purity of the law 
of God, the evil of sin, and the deep cor- 
ruption of our fallea nature. Whether 
they have embodied their fatal errors in- 
toa doctrinal scheme or not, they rely 
upon themselves for safety, making no 
serious account of repentance for sin 
and faith in the Redeemer’s eacrifice. 
The price which they offer confidently 
to God for a place in paradise is their 
own righteousness ; and a miserable 
righteousness it is, when tried by the 
standard of his word. 
humiliation of soul befere God ¢ no 
thankful reception of his rich and sove- 
reign mercy through the merits of his 
Son ; no delight in his worship or his 
ordinances; no diligence to bring up 
chilttren in Ins fear ; no lively zeal for 
the destruction of Satan’s kingdom 5 in 
siurt, nothing Le said to wear 
even a face of religion : but only a tole- 
rable attention to justice and honor in 
social intercourse, an inoflensive behav- 
ior, and charity to the poor. It is readily 
admitted that this sort ef conduct is pre- 
ferable to the contrary, at least for the 
present world. But surely I need not 
ys about proving tu you that this is not 
Christianity, nor the way to heaven, 
Whatever deference suc persons ren- 
der to the Son of God is purely nominal 
and he will account it a presumptuous 
mockery of his name, instead of a cordi- 
al submission to his authority. 

Near of kin to this class. or rather 
the same carried toa higher pitch, is 
that of the formalists in relimien. ‘These 
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are the proud, blind Pharisees of every 
age and country. The formalist co 
cerns himself very little about his creed. 
Taking it chietly upon trust, it will be 
correct or othe: wise according as that of 
tus fathers and his church happensto be. 
He is very exact, not only in a dry so- 
cial morality, but also in all the rites 
and observances of worship, according 
to the standard of the sect to which he 
belougs. Ue goes through the toil of 
Jong aud frequent prayers ; is a diligent 
reader and hearer of the Scriptures in 
his way; and loves to see ceremonies, 
perhaps even painful ones, multiplied 
and enjoined by human authority. His 
religion produces to him scarcely any 
thing ofjov or of sorrow. But he is sa- 
tisfied with it, and brings up his chil- 
dren in the same notjens and round of 
external duties. He boasts himself a 
Christian of the first order ; would take 
it very ill to have his claim brought into 
question; and looks around with a 
scornful pity upon these who, like the 
publican of old, feei themsetves to be 
guilty sinners. and with contrite spirits 
ery to God for merey. With experi- 
mental religion, the religion of the heart, 
the formalist is all this time unaequaint- 
ed, ‘The nature and necessity of regen- 
eration, as justly decuced frou the word 
uf God, present no other aspect to his 
eye than that of the whims of adistem- 
pered fancy. Ignorant of God's right- 
eousness, to be received for our justifi- 
cation by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
he goes avout to establish his own right- 
eousness, and presumptnonsty rests tn 
its sufficiency. The best that can be 
said of such a scheme of religion is that 
it isa body, constructed with a fair out- 
ward show, but altogether destitute of a 
soul. When light becuthes darkness, 
when the obedience and sufferings of our 
Redeemer become vain, when holiness 
cf heart ceases tebe an essential quali- 
fication for the kingdom of glory, then 
only will the way in which the formalist 
walks become the same with the way to 
heaven. 

Belonging to this general class, there 
are many who, trusting in their own 
merit, but having some fears about its 
perfection, adopt the salvo of relying up- 
on Christ to make up the deficiency. 
They will go as far as they can, and they 
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flatter themselves it is most of the dis. 
tance too, in earning their title to heaven 
by their own good deeds; and if any 


thing be wanting, they consent thi 
Christ shail have the honor of supplying 
it. Can it now be needful to eXpase 
such arrogancy, such an absurd, anserin. 
tural jumble of ideas ? Since the fall, ti. 
best man upon earth never performs q 
single act of duty free from defect when 
tried by the holy law of God. They 
alone can think otherwise who know nei- 
ther that law nor themselves. The Son 
of God “ came to redeem us from the curs 
of the law,” not to help us to Open the 
cates of heaven for ourselves by the lay, 
Heis made “ the Lord our righteous. 
ness,” that he may clothe us with his 
own spotless garments of salvation ; not 
that he may stand by, to be petitioned 
in our extremity for a patch here and 
there upon a coat of our own weaving 
In aword, we must accept him as ou 
entire Savior, or he will be tous m 
Savior at all. 

Here-we may place the clags of pro. 
crastinators in religion. One of this char. 
acter lias sone right views of the nature 
of religion, and from time to time some 
sensibie impressions of its necessity. 
He knows that he must become very dil: 
ferent from what he now is, or his doom 
will one day be intolerable. He per- 
suades himself that he really intends to 
bow to the authority of Christ, and make 
his peace with God: but is not ready to 
do it at the present time. He knows 
well that his favorite pursuits and pleas- 
ures ate dangerous to his soul, vet he 
persists in holding them fast. Trem- 
bling, like Felix, at the thought of judg. 
ment to come, he yet puts off the ‘ful! 
practical decision about his preparation 
for it fo a more convenient season : The 
appointed season perhaps arrives. W hat 
is the effect ? His héart is more hard i 
iniquity. less sensible toeternal concerns 
than it was before. The time allotted 
for the great werk of reconciliation wit! 
God is gore, and has left nothing be- 
hind but a fainter repetition of the same 
deceptious resolutions. Year after year 
passes away in impenitency. Sickness, 
it may be, or some other alarming prov'- 
dence, awakens within him a reluctaot 
purpose of speedy amendment. Bui the 
purpose vanishes with the distress which 








ave it birth. Dreadful servitude of sin ! 
Tie Spirit of God, grieved and des iS- 
od, at length takes his everlasting flight : 
and the sinner is sooner or later cut off, 
vith all bis transgressions, and all. his 
snexecated schemes of reformation, 
neaped in one vast mountain of guilt up- 
on his head. 

This survey shall be concluded with 
that class of vain pretenders whom our 
Jord probably had in view more than all 
others; I mean that of antinomian pro- 
fessors of religion. These are they who 
rest in what Christ has done for us in 
such a manner as to overlook the neces- 
sity of sanctification within us, orat least 
uf any strenuous exertions on our part 
to attain it. They profess to, exalt the 
merits of our Redeemer, and are the 
keenest advocates for what they call the 
free grace of the gospel; while they vi- 
olently rend asunder the things which 
God has indissolubly united in the love- 
ly harmony of salvation. Alas, that 
such a thing should be! Is it not a set- 
tled point that ** without holinessno man 
shall see the Lord ?” Do we not know 
that Jesus Christ came * to save his peo- 
ple from their sins ?” That the very 
reason why he gave himself for us upon 
the cross was ** that he might redeem us 
from ali iniquity, and purify unto him- 
self a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works ” if we profess to adore him for 
his astonishing love in dying for us, en- 
during the weight of divine wrath in our 
stead, where is our gratitude ? Jf we say 
that we are united to him, as branches 
to the vine, where are our fruits of right- 
eousness ¢ Is it not perfecthy ascertain- 
ed that no faith in Christ will avail us 
any thing, but that which “ purifies the 
ueart and overcomes the ole working 
by love >? That without the restoration 
of the moral iinage of God to our souls, 
we shall not be received intoheaven,and 
ommpetence itself cannot make us hap- 
by > Are we pot * called with a most 
holy calling ;”? commanded to “ run the 
Christian race,” and * strive to enter in 
at the strait gate?” Why does God 
promise to * work in us both to will and 
todo,” but that we may be excited to 
“work out cur own salvation with fear 
and trembling >? is not armour provid- 
ed for jis, that we may maintain a vigor- 
ous and successful warfare against al! 
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our enemies ? How is it possible then 
that people who projess Christiauity can 
derive comfort from its promises, while 
they neglect te comply with its sacred 
precept? Yet many such there are. 
Avoiding the error of the self-righteous 
Pharisec, the antinonjan runs with fatal 
heedlessness ato the opposite extreme. 
He deludes himself with a foolish, un- 
warranted hope of his safety through the 
finished redemption of Christ, though he 
ought to see that it lias not even begun 
to have its effect upon him in delivering 
him from the bondage of corruption. 
While he speaks peace to his soul, he 
lives in disobedience 3 and exposes him- 
self to that terrible rebuke, “ why call 
ye me, Lord, Lord,and do not the things 
which f say ?”? Huw dares any man to 
boast of the grace of God, while he slum- 
bers in unhallowed security, negligent 
of the state of his own heart, and care- 
less about prayer, both in the family and 
the closet ? Such professors, so far as in 
them lies, make Jesus Christ the minister 
of sin. ‘They are a disgrace to our hol 
religion, a stumbling block to the world. 
And it is to them that the Judge will say 
at the last day, + I never knew you : de- 
part from me, ye that work iniquity.” 
These retlections and delineations 


have been offered you, my hearers, that - 


they might be seriously applied. May IJ 
hope that you have been employed in 
laying them honestly to your conscien- 
ces? In what class then do you find 
your place F Are you the children and 
friends of God, or do you still stand in 
the ranks of his enemies ? 

Some of you, FE trust, can ‘say with 
humble confidence, we hope and belie 
that (iod has reconciled us to himself by 
the géspel of his Son. We have tried 
ourselves ; and do find, though amida: 
many imperfections, that it is our decid - 
ed uum in-all things “ to do the wil of 
our Father who isin heaven.” After 
congratulating you, brethren, on tlis de- 
lightlul result of the inquiry, what re- 
inains but to exhort you to increasing 
and persevering diligence in the great 
business which lies before you ? Our 
Lord lays down in my text the sublime 
principle of the Christian life. Let the 
will of God be ever before your eyes, as 
the pole-star of your voyage jer the 
dark and sturiny ocean of thie world.— 






























































































Rely cheerfully upon the faithful care of 


your Rede emer , and the supporting grace 
of his Spirit. Let the hope of glory be 
* an anchor to your souls, both sure and 
steadfast,” to bear you up amidst the 
waves of earthly affliction. Your trials 
of every kind sliall soon be over. Soon 
shall you hear from the lips of your Sav- 
ior, who is also the Judge of all, that 
transporting sentence, « Come ye ‘bles- 
sed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared lor you from the foundation of 
the world.” Devote yourselves, there- 
fore, daily and wholly to God, “ walking 
in all his commandments blameléas.””— 

“« By ye steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding i in the work of the Lord ; for- 
asmuch as ye know that your labor is 
notin vain in the Lord.’ 

Do some of you say, we are in painful 
doubts respecting our state : sometimes 
hoping that God has received us as his 
poopie; but oftener fearing it 1s other- 
wise ? Ilow shall this suspense, which 
fills your minds with anguish, be remov- 
ed? Lmight truly tell you that religion 
may exist, and even be advancing i in the 
soul, without very frequent or sensible 
ectasies of joy. But it is of more im- 
yortance to exhort you not tostay grop- 
ing after evidences of yourreligion where 
very few, or perhaps none, are to be 
found. Rather, wait upon God in prayer. 
Implore his enlightening, transforming, 
forgiving mercy, in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Strive to surrender yourselves 


‘unreservedly to his will, upon the gra- 


cious terms of the gospel : that you may 
no longer be harrassed with doubts about 
your acceptance. Fhe wells of salva- 
tion are open before you ; “ come and 
partake of ihe water of life freely.” 
Finally, are there not some in this au- 
dience who cannot pretend to doubt, but 
know at once and certainly that they are 
not the servants of God, and consequent - 
ly have never taken one step in the way 
to heaven ? How deplorable is your con- 
dition! May L spend a few moments 
more in faithful and affectionate expostu- 
lation with you ? Yet what can I say to 
make the extreme danger of your case 
more manifest ? You knew that you must 
die, but you know not how soon. Itisa 
truth as fixed as the throne of God that 
vou must stand before hjs tribunal, to 
answer fur your deeds; yet you are 
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making no serious preparation for « i, 
great and terrible day of the Lord.” Yq, 
see that whether heaven or hell ig to}, 
your eterna! home depends upon the jy. 
provement which you make of the lit), 
hour of time now afforded you? yet you 
waste this hour in folly and sin, as if you 
were bent upon destruction. You |jeq, 
the gospel of salvation, but you make 
light of its glorious provisions. Obeying 
the dictates of your own will, immersed 
in your own per hicious pleasures, yoy 
find noinsuperable difficulty, while healt) 
and eee ify attend you, in living 
“without Christ, aliens from the con, 
monwealth of Israel, and strangers froy 
the covenants of promise, having nohope 


and without Godin the world.” Ry’ 


consider, beseech you, whether you cay 
bear that “ indignation and wrath, tril. 
lation and anguish,” > which God Almiz)- 
ty has declared he will render to his ob- 
stinate enemies P If you disregard the 
heaven of the saints, can your he arts he 
strong to abide that inconceivably dread. 
ful sentence from the mouth of the Son 
of God, * depart from me, ye cursed, in- 
to everlasting fire, prepared for the devi! 
and his angels } P?? Nos you cannot think 
of enduring such a weirht of wo. You 
contrive some way or other to hope tha 
itis never to be your portion. But what 
reason have you for this hope ? Are you 
not hastening to the grave where there is 
no re penignce and yet trifling away your 
time in forgetfulness of God and eternity: 
Hear the tremendous threatenings of ar 
insulted God. The words are his, and 
notinine. “ Because I have called, and 
ye refused; I have stretched out my 
hand, and no man regarded ; but ye have 
set at nought all my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof: T also will laugh at 
your calamity, I will mock when ‘your 
fear cometh s when your fear cometh as 
desolation, and your déstruction comet! 
as a whirlwind ; when distress and a0- 
guish eometh upon you : then shall they 
call upen me, but [ will not answer; 
they shall seek me early, but they shall 
not find me: for that they hated know: 
ledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord : they would none of my counsel: 
they despised all my reproof : theretor 


shall they eat of the fruit of their ow" 


way, & be filled with their own devices: 
Blessed be God, there is yet hope oo 
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cerning you. The door of mercy is still 
open, and you are: invited to enter. 
joubt not the sincerity ot the call. Fly, 
jentreat you, for the lite of your souls. 
Kiy without delay to the ans of the 
iord Jesus, the Savier of perishing sin- 
vers, which are spread wide to receive 
and shelter you. * Behold. now is the 
aceopted time : behold, now is the day of 
salvation.” “Tomorrow it may be tod 
late: your doom of misery and despair 
may thea be sealed forever. 

lay God, of his infinite mercy, grant 
‘y all of us wisdom to consider our latter 
end, and grace to prepare for it. May 
be make us his children now, and heirs 
of his heavenly kingdom hereafter, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

eee 2 
Ty the Editor of the Christian Monitor. 
DEAR SIR, 

The part of the country in which I live 
has, of late, been remarkably visited by 
Divine Providence. In the course of a 
few years, and within the distance of fif- 
teen miles,among a great many instances 
of smaller importance, seven @r eight 
persons haye died, one a minister of the 
tiospel, and all the others ruling elders 
in the congregations to which they be- 
loiged. The loss to the church, by this 
dispensation, 18 as great as could have 
been sustained in the loss ef an equal 
number of lives ; aud indeed I do not 
know that we could find among the faity 
an equal number of survivors in the same 
bounds, or perhaps in bounds of double 
the extent, of as much importance for 
their zeal, activity, and usefulness. 

Dispensations of this kind have a 
gloomy and threatening aspect : the 
caurch has undergone a bereavement 
which it must long feel, and from the in- 
fluence of which it may not speedily re- 
cover. But among the many reflections 
which press upon the mind of a Christian 
in sucha case, there are some of a consol- 
ing nature, In the first place, this group 
of distinguished aud useful characters, 
though deadare not lust. A bright con- 
stellation has indeed set to us, but only 
that it might arise in another firmament 
with increased and more permanent glo- 
ty’ The real church of God is iramor- 
tal, and when distinguished members of 
itare summoned from this world, they 
assume stations in the church: triumphant, 
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not only of greater happiness, but per- 


haps of greater usefalness, than those they | 


oceupied here. 

In the next place, the persons of whom 
I have spuken have left behind them edi- 
fying examples: they all died in faith, 
relying entirely on the redemption of Je- 
sus Christ, and supported in their last 
moments by an uncommon measure of 
tlie consolations of the gospel. So many 
persons could not have died under such 
ciremmstances without affording to the. 
woi'd much inpertantinstiuction. To 
collect a small part of this instruction, 
aud perpetuate it through the medium of 
your usetul .Woniter, is the principal ae- 
sign of this communication. 

“The first circumstaree to which I shall 
particularly advert, relates to one of the 
characters before mentioned, far advan- 
ced in lite, He had been a professor of 
religion for more than forty years, and 
was remarkable for his upright and exeim- 
plary deportment. He was distinguished 
almost beyond any man I ever knew, for 
an unshaken confidence in the promises 
of the gospel. During the greater part 
of what may be termed his religious life, 
he had not entertained a doubt as to the 
reality of his religion. I confess [felt a 
kind of melancholy curiosity to discover 


whether the approach of death would . 


produce any change in his views. [saw 
him a few days before he died. His dis- 


order was of recent origin, but the attack 
of such a nature as left him in no doubt 
as to the certainty of its proving fatal.— 
He conversed with great composure on 
his approaching dissolution, The subject 
in all its aspects, and with all its import- 
ant consequences, was brought fully i- 
toview. He told me amongotier things 
that he relied entirely on the merits of 
our Savior, and was willing to enter on 
the important change—that he felt no 
more afraid to tie down in death than to 
lie down on his bed. This expression, 
considering the character who spoke and 
the time at which it was spoken, made a 
forcible impression on ny mind. Itsecn- 
ed to rise above the level even of Chris 
tian heroism, and expressed inore than 

volume could have done in commenda- 


tion of that faith which makes the Chris- 


tian victorious over his last enem: 
ishallin the next plac e turn vour af 


tention to the case of another person 
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comprised in this general narrative. His 1m observing, amidst the Wanderings of g 


last illuess was of long coutinuance, and delirium, what an ascendancy evangelical 
his approach to death by gradual and al- truth possessed over hismind. But whey, . 
most imperceptible advances. Inthe the lucid intervals retucned, it was more : 
earlier stages of his disorder lie suffered pleasant to see tne Christian cleaving to , 
but little pain; his spirits were compos- the rock of his salvation, rising superior 
ed, and his whole conversation of the to the storm’ which beat upon him, ang P 
nhost pleasing character. A great part looking forward with collortable hopes : 
of his time was spent ‘in recounting the ts» thatperiod when all listroubles would r 
favorable interpositions of that werciful be over. 7 
ho og which had conducted him I think it unnecessary to prolong this ‘ 
sappily through life, and provided every detail, especially as all the cases com- a 
thing necessary for the accommouation prehended in this sketch were remarka. j 
of lis last moments. Hekept his end bly similar. There was no rapture or ’ 
steadily in view, and conversed about it transports, and there was no dejection. . 

with great serenity amd calmness. Hfe It was the sober certainty of happiness 
saw his last enemy advancing for the by which they were supported in their { 
contlict, but at the same time felt confi- last moments. I shall conclude the sub- ‘ 
dent that he should come off more than ject with a few general observations. } 
a conqueror through him that had loved In the first place, { consider the scene 
him and gave himself for him. Ile fre-  whichhas passed as a practical confirma- | 
| quently remarked that his greatest diffi- tion of the divine promises. ** Mark the 
3 culty cousisted in repressing the arden- perfect man, and behold the upright, for 
t cy of his desires to depart and tobe with the end of that man is peace.” Here is ; 
Christ. { continued to visit-him after the promise. Now [ may be permitted ; 
his body was reduced to a skeleton, his to say [ have been at the place where the 
: uuimal spirits completely wasted, and a good man met his end. I have seen tlie 7 
i tone of dejection spread through his evidence of his peace—of a peace above 
whole system. This depression of the nature, and for which nothing could ac- 
¥ animal spirits, as every one knows, hasa count but the presence of that Savior 
bs most powerful influence on the conduct who has promised to conduct the depart- | 
.° and actions of men. It offen unmans ing spirit through the dark yalley and | 
eid. the bravest characters, and converts the shadow of death. | | 

a hero into a coward. Yet this depression In the next place the scene in ques- 


of spirits was nut sufficient to make the  tiea strongly corroborates the doctrine of! 
man of whom I speak afraid of death—— justification by grace. If good works, 
flis feelings were indeed less comforta- either of piety, morality or benevolenee, 
ble, but his confidence was not shaken. could secure the favor of God, these men 
With the last words he ever spoke, aud were perhaps as well provided in that 
when the hand of death was upon him, respect,as any others to be found in a 
he told me he was afraid thaf, in the similar situation of fife ; but in the uear 
weakness of dying, something might es- view of eternity, they renounced the 
cape him which would dishonor religion; whole, and refused to rely on any thing 
but that howevertryingthe conflict might but the merits of Jesus Christ. 1 know 
prove, he would come off victorious. that Doctor Priestly, as _a_ materialist, 
The next character on whom [ shall speaks with contempt of dying declara- 

| remark, had professed religion ia his tions. Le supposes the soul. to decline 
v | youth, and was. considerably advanced in an equal pace with the body, and 
in years at the time of his departure—— therefore that it is of no consequence 

Having lived in the enjoyment of almost whata dying man may say—But this 
i untaterrupted health, and possesseth a opinion isnot warranted by fuct. All who 
’ constitution of uncommon firmness, the are much conversant wiih death beds 


are a 
ne 
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shock which broke his hold of life had un- can testify, that the dying man some- 
common force. At times, amidst the vi-. times reasons with more clearness. anil 
olence of the last conflict, reason was discovers more vigor vf mental operatio! 
driven from her seat. At those times, than he had ever done before. But at 
there was sometiingmournfully pleasant any rate, death is an honest heur, i de- 








gyova the illusions of self tlatter yibreaks 
rhe enchantments of the world, and pla- 
ces man 10 the best situation for impar- 
tial judging : itis therefore not without 
-easun the world has generally agreed to 
av particular attention to death-bed 
‘ierlavations : and such declarations may 
ve allowed some weight for corroborating 
en important doctrine of the Christian 
scheme. 

inthe last place I must observe, that 
che scene in question shews the supreme 
excellence of the Christian religion. 
Heath, without the hopes of the gospel, 
sa subject of tremendous import ; but 
‘yse hopes are suflictent to raise the 
Christian above his power. In this res- 
pect the Christian religion is certainly 
distinguished from every other system 
‘ie world has ever known. [can see no 

sible way of accounting for this but 
byadmitting the divine origin of that re- 
livion, and the supernatural influence of 
the Divine Spirit, which accompanies its 
operations. {ft would not besuificient to 
sav that the dying man reposes on a be- 





lief which he had previously worked up- 


in his own mind, for it often happens 
that the hemble Christian, who had spent 
many days ia doubt and perplexity, finds 
his hopes and comtorts greatly increased 
as his latter end approaches—his life was 
acloudy day, but hts setting sun was 
clear and ‘delightful. "With tle unbe- 
liever every thing seems to proceed ex- 
actly in an inverse fatio. When danger 
is remote, he ts vainand confident, but 
when the hour of trial arrives, his hopes 
ind his systems fail-him. Fromm this rule 
(believe there are no real exceptiuns—at 
least I have never read or heard a death- 
bed narrative of an infidel which con- 
tained any thing either desirable or com- 
fyptead “{ bs 

iortable. ‘Nor could I ever discover that 
the infidel philosopher had any advan- 
‘age, in this respect, over the infidel pea- 
‘ant: they both appear to go off the 
stage with the same unmanly and fore- 
boding weakness, The celebrity of an 
hundred volumes could not save Voltaire 
irom the overwhelming terrors which 
inet him at the gates of death. I sincere- 
‘y wish that infidels would publish a 
faithful and circumstantial register of the 
deaths which occur in their fraternity. 
Sach a register would be of immense 
“ue, not to theur system, but to the in- 
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terests of the world. It would: not in- 
deed be a voice from the grave. but it 
would be a voice from that neighbor- 
hood, warning mankind to take heed of 
their principles and their conduct. 


C. 
BLESSED EFFECTS OF A SINGLE 
BIBLE. 


The following letter was written by a 
German Sailer, to a Clergyman in 
Hull, in England, and was published 
inthe ppendia to the last Report of 
the Britush and Foreign Bible Society. 

Bornuoim, May 18, 1814. 


You may perhaps recollect, that in the 
night of February 16, three Sailors call- 
ed on youto return you thanks for all 
the kindness you had shewn them, and 
more especially for the Bible you gave 
us, a3 we were unabie to pay any thing 
fourit. After haviug gone to sea, our ves- 
sel was taken by a Danish Privateer, 
and we were confined to a Prison, in 
which my two companions died. One of 
them, Richard Duedeman, thus addrese- 
ed me the day previous to his death: « f 
aim convinced that | must soon die, and 
am [trust prepared for my departure ;but 
I siould like once more to write a few 
lines to my minister, and thank him for 
the Bible, that blessed book which points 
out the way to heaven. Had I not ob- 
tained possession of it, I think I shonld 
not have been saved. When in the 15th 
chapter of the Gospel of St. Luke | read 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son, I was 
led to consi‘ler myself completely in the 
livht of that son : but, blessed be God, I 
found consolation in applying those 
words to myself—* This man receiveth 
sinners, and eateth with them.’ “I should 
wish my wife to have my Bible, and dili- 
gently to read in it; for in this world I 
shall never see her face again, nor those 
of my children ; yet notwithstanding all 
this, [ may confidently exclaim with the 
Apostle : * ihave a desire to depart and 
to be with Christ.” Blessed be God, for 
having conducted me to England ; and 
may his richest benediction rest on all 
those who so kindly supply the poor with 

sibles ! Tn this affecting manner he ex- 
pressed himself, even inthe last momeats 
ofhis earthly existence, whilst tears of 
gratitude, both towards God and man, 
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streamed down his eyes. He died on 
the 13th of May, at four o’clock in the 
morning. My other companion followed 
him the nextday. His name was Thom- 
as Rode, who expired in the midst of 
thanksgivings to God, for having favored 
him with an. opportunity of receiving 
a Bible ; and, whiist he fervently implor- 
edan especial blessing on those kind 
benefactors of their poor fellow crea- 
tures, who thus were engaged in dispens- 
ing among them the bread of Life, some 
of his last expressions were: “ TI feel 
most comfortable and happy in my mind. 

O, my Lord Jesus! receive and take ne 

to thyself. Thou hast. prepared me for 

death ; preserve my faith unshaken, till 
itshall please thee to receive me to thy 
kingdom. - Blessed be God, and the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Ob! 

thatall men might yet a Bible : to me it 

proved a cheeriug companion in the soli- 
tary hours of ny confinement ; it was 

a refreshment and consolation to my 

mind.” 

Thus my companions died. But 
what do I say P—they are not dead, they 
live, infinitely happier than myself. I 
cannot but thank God a thousand times, 
that you have given usa Bible. Convey 
my sincerest thanks to those who sent 
you so many copies of this Holy Book to 
distribute among the poor ; we cannot 
reward thein, but God will. 

_-— + oo 

COSSACKS EAGER FOR THE 

SCRIPTURE. 

The following account is from a letter 
transmitted to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society by Wr. Mitchell, a mis- 
sionary employed by the Edinburg 
Missionary Society, at Karass in Rus- 
sian Tartary. 
in proportion as Christians are stirred 

upto put the Scriptures into the hands 

of others, the number of those who gladly 
receive them is increased. Of this we 
have daily proofs in the anxiety observed 
among the Cossacks, soldiers, and oth- 
ers, in this quarter, to get possession of 
the Word of God. Four of eur Cossacks 
were very anxious to have Bibles ; but 
as on account of the smallness of their 
pay they were nut able to purchase a Br- 
bie for each, they united to purchase 
oneamong them. Before they did so, 
one of them sent to me, and requested to 


have the loan of one, to shew it ty },. 
companions, as he said they were entirs. 
rd ignorant of its contents, ‘This request 

did not at first comply with, but as he 
came frequently, and repeated jt, I vave 
him the volume containing the New Te.. 
tament. They had it some days, and 
during that time, one of them read in j: 
almost night and day. ‘The one why oy 
it from me being told that he must o! 
turn it, the tears ran down his hardy 
cheeks, He thought I was going to sel! 
itto another, whom he had heard any. 
iously requesting me to sell him one 
they therefore collected the money 
pay for it, that it might be. secured to 
themselves ; but all four could. raise oy. 
ly six rubles, and the Bible cost seven, 
and they were obliged to borrow a rible 
before they could pay for it. Ilad [ 
known this circumstance at the time, | 
would have given them the Bible for the 
six. We could dispose of many Bibles 
to the military around us. ‘The copies 
of the German and Polish Bibles, you 
sent us, have all been disposed of, and 
we could bave disposed of many mgre, if 
we had had them. Roman Catholics 
have received the Polish Bibles with 
gratitude, although they knew it to be 
the Protestant edition. 

It would be well if something could bg 
done for the. Cossacks in particular.— 
The way they are stationed on out-posts, 
&c. gives thein often much time fo reas: 
and there are always one, on every st- 
tion, and sometimes more, who can read. 
But, as they are frequently removed [row 
one place to another, New ‘Testaments 
are more proper for them. Surely nv 
wealthy subject of the Russian empire 
can employ his bounty betier than in 
supplying, with the Word of Life, tis 
brave race of men who have signa!ize! 
themselves so wonderfully in the service 
of their country. 

Note by Mr. Patterson. 

One of the Cossacks, spoken of above, 
wrote to the Russian Bible Sociely 
thanking them for putting it into ti 
power to procure a book, wiich taug! 
them the way of salvation. 
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